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PASS AGRICULTURE FOR L&LP, FAS AND STEINMETZ, APHIS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR/FR 

SUBJECT: VETERINARY REQUIREMENTS FOR VARIETY MEAT IMPORTS 
INTO FRANCE. 

t VARIETY MEAT LUNCHEON FEBRUARY 18 OCCASION DETAILED 
DISCUSSION BETWEEN TRADE AND DR. BUJADOUX OF FRENCH VET. 
SERVICE ON OUTSTANDING PROBLEMS AFFECTING IMPORTS VARIETY 
MEATS INTO FRANCE. 

2. ON QUESTION FREEZING CERTIFICATE, DR. BUJADOUX STATED 
THAT NOTICE WOULD BE PUBLISHED WITHIN TWO WEEKS EXTENDING 
DEADLINE TO JULY 1, 1975. THERE WAS LITTLE CONCERN EX- 
PRESSED BY TRADE REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT (MOSTLY FROM 
FRANCE BUT ALSO ONE FROM U.S. AND ONE FROM NETHERLANDS) 
OVER THIS NEW FRENCH REQUIREMENT. 

3. DR. BUJADOUX STATED CLEARLY THAT FRENCH VETERINARY 
REQUIREMENTS DO NOT REPEAT NOT CALL FOR INCISION OF LOBE 
OF HOG LIVERS, ALTHOUGH THIS IS REQUIRED FOR BEEF, SHEEP 
AND GOAT LIVERS, AS REPORTED PREVIOUSLY. MR. N. WEYLING 
OF EUROPIFA OF ROTTERDAM SAID THAT HE UNDERSTOOD THAT 
"DUTCH SPECS” ALSO DO NOT REQUIRE SUCH INCISIONS. HOW- 
EVER, THE ISSUE BECAME MUDDIED WHEN SUBJECT OF INCISION 
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HOG LIVER GLAND AROSE. DR. BUJADOUX STATED THAT SUCH 
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INCISIONS REQUIRED TO INSPECT FOR DISEASE TO FULFILL 
FRENCH REGULATIONS. EVIDENTLY, "DUTCH SPECS", IN PRAC- 
TICE, DO NOT REQUIRE THIS HOG LIVER GLAND INCISION. HOW- 
EVER, DR. BUJADOUX INSISTED THAT WRITTEN REGULATIONS OF 
NETHERLANDS AND FRANCE ARE SIMILAR AND THAT THERE IS NO 
REAL DIFFERENCE IN "FRENCH SPECS" AND "DUTCH SPECS". AT 
LUNCHEON DR. BUJADOUX STATED HIS BELIEF THAT U.S. REQUIRED 
GLAND INCISION. ALTHOUGH PHILLIPS WAS CERTAIN THAT THIS 
NOT REPEAT NOT TRUE, HE PROMISED TO INQUIRE FROM AMI ON 
PRACTICES IN U.S. PACKING PLANTS. WHEN AGATT RECEIVED 
CONFIRMATION FROM PHILLIPS THAT GLAND INCISION NOT REPEAT 
NOT DONE, THIS WAS PASSED TO BUJADOUX. 

4. OUR UNDERSTANDING THIS MATTER IS THAT FRENCH HAVE 
REQUIRED HOG LIVER GLAND INCISION FOR OVER 5 YEARS. AL- 
THOUGH U.S. MEAT INSPECTION REGULATIONS DO NOT REQUIRE 
THIS PROCEDURE, IT HAD BEEN PERFORMED AT EXTRA COST TO 
FILL FRENCH REQUIREMENTS. TWO YEARS AGO FRENCH ISSUED 
DEROGATION ALLOWING IMPORTATION INTO FRANCE OF HOG LIVERS 
FROM THE NETHERLANDS UNDER "DUTCH SPECS" AND U.S. EXPORT- 
ERS SUBSEQUENTLY DROPPED INCISION PROCEDURE AND EXPORTED 
WITH DUTCH CERTIFICATE. THIS ASSUMES ADDED IMPORTANCE IN 
VIEW OF COST ESTIMATE OF THREE DOLLARS PER CWT FOR INCI- 
SION PLUS PROBLEMS OF ADJUSTING PACKING HOUSE ROUTINE AND 
FINDING VETERINARY INSPECTORS TO DO WORK. WITH PORK 
LIVERS CURRENTLY SELLING AT 10-12 CENTS PER POUND, AS RE- 
PORTED BY PHILLIPS, COST OF PROCEDURE RELATIVELY HIGH. 

COST ESTIMATE GIVEN BY PHILLIPS CAME FROM AMI. 
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5. WE, AND TRADE, HAVE GOTTEN CONTRADICTORY EXPLANATIONS 
FROM DR. BUJADOUX. ALTHOUGH HE HAS STATED THAT HE WANTS 
HOG LIVERS TO ENTER UNDER "FRENCH SPECS’", HE HAS SET NO 
DEADLINE FOR THIS AND HAS NOT REPEAT NOT SAID FLATLY THAT 
HE WOULD REFUSE "DUTCH SPECS". FURTHERMORE, HE STATED ON 
FEBRUARY 20 TO AGATT THAT HE WOULD GRANT DEROGATION IF 
REQUESTED OFFICIALLY. ONE MUST ASK, "DEROGATION TO WHAT? 
SINCE "DUTCH SPECS" NOT YET REFUSED. APPARENTLY, WHOLE 
MATTER STIRRED UP BY BUJADOUX STATEMENT RE END 

OF PERMISSION FOR "DUTCH SPECS" BUT SUBSEQUENTLY, BECAUSE 
OF TRADE PRESSURE OR OTHER INTERNAL REASONS WITHIN GOF, 
FOLLOW THROUGH NOT FORTHCOMING. THIS HAS LEFT TRADE IN 
STATE OF CONFUSION. GOF PROBABLY FACED WITH CONFLICTING 
PRESSURE FROM TRADE, PROCESSORS AND DOMESTIC PRODUCERS 
WITH VARIETY MEAT SUPPLIES REPORTEDLY IN CURRENT OVER- 
SUPPLY. 

6. AS COURSE OF ACTION, AGATT SUGGESTS THAT IMPORTERS BE 
LEFT TO CLARIFY THIS MATTER WITH FRENCH VET SERVICE AND 
THAT THEY NOTIFY THEIR EXPORTERS OF OUTCOME. IF IMPASSE 
REACHED AND IMPORTS REFUSED WITH "DUTCH SPECS", WE WOULD 
BE PREPARED TO REQUEST DEROGATION TO ALLOW CONTINUATION 
OF ENTRY PORK LIVERS WITHOUT INCISION FROM NETHERLANDS 
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AND/OR TO REQUEST SUSPENSION FRENCH REQUIREMENT FOR INCI- 
SION FOR DIRECT IMPORTS WITH FRENCH CERTIFICATE. WE DO 
NOT BELIEVE IT PRODUCTIVE TO PURSUE THIS MATTER OFFICIAL- 
LY AT THIS POINT SINCE WE COULD FORCE FRENCH INTO TAKING 
UNNECESSARILY HARD LINE. WE SUSPECT THAT FRENCH VET 
AUTHORITIES MAY BE WILLING TO LET THIS MATTER "SLIDE" BY 
CONTINUING TO ALLOW ENTRY WITH DUTCH CERTIFICATES, DES- 
PITE PREVIOUSLY REPORTED BUJADOUX STATEMENTS. 

7. FAS/APHIS GUIDANCE WOULD BE APPRECIATED. 
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